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Photo: 

This photo was taken by 

Dustin M. on the ap-

proach to the Scenic 

View Overlook in Laurel 

Hill State Park, Somerset 

County. It overlooks the 

Laurel Ridge and was 

recently acquired by the 

Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and added 

to the State Park Inven-

tory. It is definitely a 

magnificent feature of 

the growing State Park 

System,  
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When I think of the term “new year, new me”, I think of the 
struggles I went through in 2022. I started last year in a sta-
ble relationship, and as the year went on, I found my life go-
ing through some major changes in a short period of time. 

In the spring of 2022, I lost housing, but found a new home; 
far away from the people that were causing me to have a 

downward spiral into using and abusing again. I can say now, 
in January of 2023, I’ve been clean for 3 months, and I had to 

work on that more than anticipated. 
In the summer of 2022, I was struggling mightily with active 
addiction withdrawal, and I spent the scorching summer in-
doors meditating with my own thoughts, worried about the 

consequences of my actions. I had survived another struggle. 
In the fall of 2022, I started to get better with myself, and my 
self-worth. I now understand that my purpose here is to help 
others, not to harm myself. This past fall, I found a place that 
cares about me for who I am, not what I bring to the table: 

Union Station Clubhouse; a place that can help many others 
in my situation. 

In the winter of 2022, I started a new job, and have been 
working on my independence. It’s relieving to know that the 

people here are caring and willing to help. It’s also a relief 
that I can now say that I’m clean off of the vices that kept me 

bogged down for so long. 
All in all, the amazing thing is that I’ve been able to not only 
lose everything, but gain everything back and then some. I 

personally believe in the power of struggles creating charac-
ter, and I can now say with certainty that I can look forward 

to the new year with pride. The struggles of the year that 
can’t stop me now, and I’ll be grateful for this year and many 

more after it. 
Brandon M. 

The Struggles of The Year That Was: 2022 
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For the start of 2023, I went with my parents on a 

“First Day Hike.” These are sponsored by America’s 

State Parks and we went to a familiar state park but 

on new land they acquired. We hiked a 1/2 Mile out 

to a lookout tower and got to see in all directions 

from on top of the Laurel Ridge. Then, we went to 

Ohiopyle to see the waterfalls lighted at night, some-

thing that we as a family haven’t done for awhile. I 

definitely treasured these moments as I know they 

are never promised to happen again given my 

parent’s age. 

As for the new year, my plan it to be more proactive 

about limiting the amount of soda that I am consum-

ing. Prior to the start of the new year, I was consum-

ing anywhere from 4-6 liters a day of sometimes regu-

lar sugared soda. I am presently working on limiting 

that process by eliminating regular soda completely 

out of my food plan and reducing overall soda con-

sumption by half. It is a slow process and it is seeming 

as of this writing to be working for the better. 

Making these small changes will hopefully kick start 

my weight loss for the better and I will lose some 

weight in 2023. While I do have a certain target in 

mind, it will depend where in the year I reach it that 

will determine whether or not I will keep going or not. 

It is having a positive mindset that hopefully will keep 

me going whenever I need that boost of confidence to 

keep plugging along. 

~Dustin M. 

Standard of the Issue: 
21. The Clubhouse ena-

bles its members to re-

turn to paid work 

through Transitional Em-

ployment, Supported 

Employment and Inde-

pendent Employment; 

therefore, the Clubhouse 

does not provide em-

ployment to members 

through in-house busi-

nesses, segregated Club-

house enterprises or 

sheltered workshops. 

New Year. New Ideas. 

New Member Spotlight 

Sandy O. recently 

started at the Club-

house and it has 

really helped her 

out. She is excited 

to start a new job 

next month. Sandy 

has four adult chil-

dren and three 

grandchildren. She 

hopes to share to 

the newsletter 

when she can. 
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I have decided that this year is the time 

that I engage in more physical activity, 

change my diet to include more fruits and 

vegetables, and loose some weight to im-

prove my overall health. 

                First, to increase my physical ac-

tivity I plan to attend the YMCA 1-2 times 

a week and use the free weights, ma-

chines, and cardiovascular activity. Next, I 

will wear a fit tracker while I am at the 

Clubhouse. This will support my in-

creased steps, physical activity, and over-

all movement. 

                Second, to support my diet 

changes I will continue to attend group 

wellness classes bi-weekly and learn 

about the USDA food groups and catego-

ries for fruits vegetables. For example, I 

now know that I should consume 4 cups 

of vegetables daily, mostly fresh. This can 

include the red/yellow group with carrots 

and peppers. 

                Lastly, I plan to manage my 

weight daily with the increased consump-

tion of water and the addition of tracking 

my weight in a journal. For example, if I 

consume 4-5 glasses of water daily, my 

appetite will reduce, as my brain recog-

nizes fullness. 

                Overall, I am off to a strong start 

as I improve my health and wellness this 

year as a NEW YEAR, NEW CHARLES. 

New Year, New Charles  Amanda’s 2023 New Beginning 
for Cleaning her House 

  I am happy to report that at the end of 
this year I would have lived in my current 
house for five years. I like living in my 
house because it is in a nice community 
and my family is close. For example, my 
mother, who lives down the street, visits 
often and makes sure all is well. 
  
                Additionally, I like living in my 
house because it is small and quaint, and 
I can mostly manage the cleaning. How-
ever, this is an area in which I need to 
improve. I need to improve with cleaning 
not only for myself  but for my dog Bud-
dy, as well.  I need to improve with my 
laundry skills, general clean up, and 
bathing my dog. 
  
                First, my plan is to create a 
laundry schedule that will make me ac-
countable for completing laundry on Sat-
urday’s. Next, I will plan to do general 
cleaning on Wednesday evenings. This 
will include cleaning up garbage, disin-
fecting restrooms, and using the dish-
washer to clean kitchenware. Lastly, I will 
bath BUDDY twice a month, on Friday’s. 
  
                Overall, I feel I can commit to 
the new beginning for cleaning my house 
this year. 
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Course: dinner, lunch 
Cuisine: Japanese, Korean 
  
Servings: 8 
  
Calories: 491kcal 

Ingredients 

Hamburger Steak 
• 2.67 lb ground beef See Note 1 
• 0.67 medium onion finely diced 
• 2 teaspoon vegetable oil 
• 2 egg 
• 0.67 cup panko bread crumbs See Note 2 
• 5 Tablespoons milk 
• 4 teaspoons ketchup 
• 2 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
• 1.5 teaspoon sea salt 
• 1 teaspoon pepper 
• 4 cloves garlic (optional) minced 
• 0.5 cup red wine to steam patty 

Sauce 
• 0.67 cup ketchup 
• 6 Tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 
• 6 Tablespoons water or stock 
• 4 Tablespoons butter 
• 4 teaspoons sugar 

Optional for serving 
• steamed broccoli and carrots 
• steamed rice 

Instructions 
1. Saute onions: Heat a pan over medium high 

heat and add the vegetable oil and diced onions. 
Saute until softened. Remove and set aside. 

2. Mix: In a large bowl, mix together the ground 
beef, sauteed onions, egg, panko bread crumbs, 
milk, ketchup, Worcestershire, sea salt, pepper, 
and garlic. Mix well until it becomes a smooth 
texture. 

3. Form hamburger steaks: Divide the patties 
into four sections and form into tight oval pat-
ties. Lightly oil hands for easier shaping. See Note 
3. 

4. Cook: Lightly oil a large pan and heat over me-
dium high heat. Add the hamburger steak and 
cook each side for 3 to 4 minutes. Then add the 

red wine and cover to steam until the steak pat-
ties are fully cooked (internal temperature of 
160° F). Remove and set aside. 

5. Make sauce: Using the same pan, reduce heat 
to low and add the ingredients for the sauce. 
Stir until it it starts to bubble. Turn off heat and 
serve with hamburger steaks. See Note 4.Notes 

6. Ground meat - You can opt to use a combi-
nation of ground beef and pork. Keep the 
ground beef to at least 60% for best flavor. Oth-
erwise, if you prefer a beefier flavor, use 100% 
ground beef. I used 85% lean.  

7. Panko bread crumbs - Substitute with regular 
unseasoned bread crumbs. If you opt to use 
seasoned bread crumbs, leave out salt as it may 
be too salty. 

8. Forming hamburger steaks - Remove air 
pockets from the patty by tossing back and 
forth between your hands. This helps keep its 
shape during cooking. 

9. Sauce - If preferred, wipe off excess grease 
from the pan first. For a thinner sauce, increase 
the amount of water a Tablespoon at a time and 
add more salt and sugar to your liking. 

Leftovers - Store leftover hamburger steaks in an 
airtight container and keep in the fridge for up to 
3 days.  

Nutrition 
Calo-
ries: 491kcal | Carbohydrates: 16g | Protein: 29g | F
at: 33g | Saturated Fat: 13g | Polyunsaturated 
Fat: 1g | Monounsaturated Fat: 14g | Trans 
Fat: 2g | Cholesterol: 148mg | Sodium: 935mg | Pot
assium: 660mg | Fiber: 1g | Sugar: 9g | Vitamin 
A: 188IU | Vitamin 
C: 4mg | Calcium: 69mg | Iron: 4mg 
 
~Christian F. 

Japanese 
Hamburger 
Steak  
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Short summary of living on 
my own: I started living on 
my own since Spring 2022. 
I have a dog named Snick-
ers. I never thought I could 
live on my own, but I’m 
glad I got to do it and I re-

 

Toni’s Apartment  

End of SNAP Extra Payments 

SNAP Emergency Allotments (EAs) are an additional 
SNAP payment that has been paid during the second 
half of each month since the pandemic started in 2020. 
These payments were authorized under the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. Due to 
a recent change in federal law, SNAP households will no 
longer receive SNAP EA payments in the second half of 
the month. Starting in March 2023, SNAP households will 
only receive their regular SNAP payment. 

What can I do now?. 

We want to be sure that all SNAP recipients are receiving 
the maximum benefits for their household size and indi-
vidual circumstances.  

Your SNAP may go up if you tell us about: 

• Medical costs over $35 per month for anyone age 60 
or older or disabled that you did not have before; 

• Increased housing costs since you last contacted us; 

• Child or disabled adult care costs that have changed 
since you last told us about what you had to pay. 
SNAP recipients who know they have had changes to the 
number of people in their household, income, or expens-
es should report any changes at:  

dhs.pa.gov/COMPASS,  
the myCOMPASS PA mobile app, or  

• by calling DHS's Customer Service Center at 
1- 877-395-8930 (or 215-560-7226 for Philadelphia 
residents).  
This will help ensure households are receiving the 
most SNAP benefit they are eligible to receive.  

Finding Additional Help 
PA 211 Top Food Re-

sources 

Feeding Pennsylvania 

PA DHS Ending Hunger 

Food Security Re-

sources 

On Our Website 
 Community meals & 

food distributions 

 Local Food Pantries 

 Community Pantries 

 Other Necessities & 
Helps 

 

http://dhs.pa.gov/COMPASS
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/Services/Assistance/Pages/COMPASS.aspx
https://www.pa211.org/food/
https://www.pa211.org/food/
https://www.feedingpa.org/
https://www.dhs.pa.gov/about/Ending-Hunger/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Food_Security/Pages/Resources.aspx
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Food_Security/Pages/Resources.aspx
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/meals-take-out
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/meals-take-out
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/local-food-pantries
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/little-free-pantries
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/other-helps
https://www.unionstationclubhouse.com/other-helps


JANUARY FEATURE ARTICLE 
MEMBER GOES ON DISNEY’S NEWEST 

CRUISE SHIP! 
 

 
 
By: George Hudak 
 

PRE-CRUISE 
 
You probably recall when I wrote about another Disney Cruise aboard the Disney Dream. How-
ever, this time around, I was able to sail aboard Disney’s newest cruise ship, which they have 
decided to go with the name of the Disney Wish, from January 16-20, 2023. As a matter of fact, 
the ship at the time of the article was still so new they were doing what were known as Inaugu-
ral Sailings. More on that in a later point of this article. 

Of course, it took about one day and 5 hours to go one way to Port Canaveral. For one 
of our meals, my dad chose a seafood restaurant that was located in a golf course which itself 
was not far from where we stayed the night before boarding the Wish. This wouldn’t really be 
worth mentioning were it not for the fact that there was a Sunday-night NASA/SpaceX rocket 
launch that night, and I got to watch the whole thing from blast-off all the way to when said 
spaceship supposedly made it to orbit successfully. Following the launch, it was time to call it a 
day. 

 

 
The NASA/SpaceX rocket launch,  

with the glowing orange dot being the actual rocket 



DAY ONE: EMBARKATION DAY 
 
The following day, which was Monday, January 16, 2023, it was time to 
board the Wish at long last! The check-in process was very similar to 
when we sailed on the Dream with the exception that we had acquired 
what is known as Silver Castaway Club status, so we joined a different 
line that was just to the right of that of the first-timers, with the first-
timers’ line being where we lined up before.  
 At that we walked over the gangway and found ourselves in the 
Grand Hall of the Disney Wish, with the Grand Hall being what they 
named the atrium. Similar to the Dream, this is where you first end up 
when you board the Wish. See that fancy-looking chandelier in the top 
right of the photo? That is actually what is known as the “Wishing Star.” 
At certain points in the voyage, this fancy light fixture actually puts on a 
very elegant light show, although I only caught the first of them which is 
where it sparkles and sends streams of light down the columns after you 
make a (Disney) wish. This photo was taken by my parents. 
 

 
Disney Wish Grand Hall 

 



A short while later it was time for lunch, so it was up to deck 11 we went for lunch at 
the buffet. On the other ships, this would be called Cabanas, but on the Wish, they named it 
Marceline Market after the birthplace of Walt Disney, who was the man behind everything 
from the Disney movies all the way up to, you guessed it, the Walt Disney Theme Parks—and 
not just Disney World but also all the different Disneylands across the globe. 
 

 
Marceline Market 

 
After lunch it was time to report to our Muster Station for the old version of the Man-

datory Muster Drill. We got lucky since our Muster Station in particular happened to be inside 
rather than out on the decks, but it turns out that it wouldn’t have been so bad anyway since the 
temperature outside was only about 65oF. Basically, what happened was once it got to a certain 
time, the alarm and normal horn of the ship sounded 7 short times followed by one long one. 
Then, 15 minutes later, it was just a matter of watching a short video detailing how to use a life 
vest and access the lifeboats in the unlikely event the captain gives an order to abandon ship. 
 Immediately following the Mandatory Muster Drill, it was time to Sail Away On A 
Wish! This open-air deck party in the main area on Decks 11 and 12 consisted of the Fairy 
Godmother asking everyone to make a wish, at which point the Fab Five (Mickey, Minnie, 
Donald, Daisy, and Goofy) came out, along with Pluto. Then the Princesses came out after a 
couple minutes. Eventually, Jimmy the Cruise Director came out and asked Captain Minnie to 
sound the horn, which everyone helped out with by counting down from five. To everyone’s 
delight, the horn played the first phrase of the tune “When You Wish Upon a Star.”    
 

 
Disney Wish Lido Decks 



Additionally, as we sailed away, the ship’s polyphonic horn played 
“When You Wish Upon A Star,” YoHo! YoHo! A Pirate’s Life for me!,” 
the theme song from “Star Wars,” “Do You Wanna Build A Snow 
Man?,” “Hey Diddle-Dee-Dee, an Actor’s Life For Me,” and “It’s a 
Small World. ” 

At around 5:30 that evening, it was time to head to the Walt Dis-
ney Theater for the first of three Broadway-caliber musicals. The first of 
these three shows was entitled “Disney Seas the Adventure.” In this mu-
sical, Minnie entrusted the Disney Wish to Goofy, who always wanted to 
be captain but was unsure of whether or not he could take on the role. 
Fortunately for Goofy, he received all manner of positive encourage-
ment from several characters from across the Disney universe. Eventu-
ally, Goofy realized that all it takes to be a good captain by staying the 
course is to follow your heart, although at first he didn’t know this. The 
next 4 photos have been provided by my parents. 
 

 
Walt Disney Theater aboard the Wish 

 
After the show, there was an hour-and-half break before it was time to 
find out which restaurant aboard the Wish we got to go to first. As my 
luck would have it, that restaurant turned out to be Arendelle! Knowing 
from research that a meet-and-greet with royalty was about to take 
place, I put my prince costume on in preparation for dinner. That being 
said, if you have never heard of Disney’s “Frozen,” you will likely be 
completely unaware that this place was named after the kingdom in 
Norway in which two Disney Princesses, now Queens after the events 
of “Frozen II,” happened to take up residence. This meal was actually 
one of the reasons why I wanted to sail on the Wish. Before we were 
seated, I stood next to the knight in shining armor who was standing 
with spear in hand. 



 
Me standing next to the knight in shining armor at the Gates of Ar-

endelle 
Needless to say, after a short walk down the corridor leading to 

the main dining area, I had spotted a throne that supposedly is the 
one on which either Anna or Elsa sit on when ruling their kingdom. 
Since they were not around yet and I like to play the role of a prince 
from a far-off kingdom that is unknown to the Disney Universe, I 
got to sit here while waiting for the moment would come to be seat-
ed. The 2 photos of me at Arendelle are brought to you by my par-
ents. 

 

 
Me seated upon the Royal Throne of Arendelle 



In a short while it was time to be seated for dinner, so into the main dining 
area we went. For this evening, dinner came with a show that was basically a 
dinner musical celebrating the successful engagement of Queen Anna and Kris-
toff (with Kristoff being Anna’s prince). About a third of the way in, there was a 
planned break during which Anna and Elsa would individually come around and 
thank everyone at their table for participating in the engagement. Once Elsa 
came into audible range, I called her over. I tried to shake hands with her, but 
she decided to go above and beyond by gently placing her hand over my shoul-
der as we talked. I personally think she was being an absolute sweetheart and 
that she really likes me! I greatly appreciated the gesture, but I personally and 
very secretly prefer Aurora, who sadly was not on the ship. 

 

 
Elsa touching me on the shoulder in the sweetest way possible! 

I also got to say hi to Anna during the meal by calling her over in the 
same way as Elsa minus the attempt to shake hands, but sadly there’s no photo-
graphic evidence of me doing so. Even so, after that the show resumed and it 
wasn’t long before the day had ended since dinner was the last thing on the 
day’s agenda. 

 
DAY TWO: THE DISCOVERY OF THE CENTURY! 
 
The second day of the voyage was one I was especially excited for! You see, a 
little after we woke up for the day, we had sailed into Nassau. You may have 
heard several rumors that somewhere on Paradise Island was a ruined ancient 
kingdom, so we decided to investigate. However, we did not do so until after a 
nice breakfast upstairs at Marceline Market. 
 At about 9:30 AM, we had to head over to Luna, which was on Decks 4 
and 5, to check in for the Port Adventure (what Disney calls their excursions). 
We were in the Hercules group, which unfortunately was the last in line out of a 
total of 3, as there were 2 other groups in terms of getting called. 



 
Luna Lounge (Staging Area for the Port Adventure in Nassau) 

 
Even so, it was not long until we were called, only to have to wait in a second line 
to be called to the shuttles. Afterward, it was a relatively shorter wait to get our 
bands that would ultimately grant us access to the main event of the Port Adventure, 
starting off in the Royal Tower. The first evidence of a long-lost kingdom we had 
discovered was this massive lobby that appeared to have come straight out of “The 
Little Mermaid” and had massive columns that made it seem as though you truly 
were in King Triton’s Palace. If you look closely, you could see there are what ap-
pears to be a later set of ancient hieroglyphics in the part of the wall that borders the 
ceiling. 
 

 
The Lobby of the Royal Tower 

 
It wasn’t much longer before we encountered a grand staircase that led to an 

ancient underground tunnel system. We decided to enter it and see where it went out 
of nothing more than pure curiosity. 



 
Me and my dad standing well within the entrance of the tunnel system 

 
 This is where we had made the discovery of the century, as we realized that we 
had found the long-lost city of myth known as Atlantis! There were many underwater 
temples and structures to be found in these underground tunnels, and there were tropi-
cal aquatic creatures of just about every type imagineable swimming among them! 
 The first thing we came across were mainly the different aquariums that housed 
the many different aquatic species that called Atlantis their habitat. 
 
 
 
 

 
One out of the many underground aquatic tanks 

 
As we ventured further in, we discovered ancient Atlantean heiroglyphics as 

well as several artifiacts, such as ancient Atlantean armor sets as well as what appeared 
to be some oversized dice engraved with strange symbols for some type of ancient 
board game. 



It was not until just a short walk later that we had reached the end of the tunnels 
and found ourselves outside. Upon walking to our left, we realized that quite a large por-
tion of Atlantis had survived whatever had caused its demise, and was even thriving! Af-
ter changing into my swimming outfit, I dared to explore these Atlantean ruins in all their 
glory, which is something I’ve been wanting to do ever since I was a kid. 

The first thing I did was to tackle the water rides that came out of the nearby Ma-
yan Temple. The obvious one that is the white one coming out of what was once the sac-
rificial altar was known as the Leap of Faith, and for a good reason: I wound up passing 
through a tank of live sharks! However, I made it out the other end unharmed. The lesser 
known slide that is to the lower right is called the Serpent, which ends in a transparent 
pipe that is square instead of round in order to enable an awesome view of all the aquatic 
wildlife that swam around the base of the Temple.   
 

 
Mayan Temple with the Leap of Faith and Serpent slides in view 

 
 After supposedly sacrificing myself to the gods (and living to tell the tale!), I rode 
the Rapid River aboard a raft in order to gain access to an even more awesome structure 
known as the Power Tower! Supposedly this was some sort of ancient Atlantean power 
plant in the kingdoms heyday.  
 
 

 
The Power Tower in Atlantis 

 
 This facility is nothing short of pure amazement! All the slides but one, known as 
the Abyss, effectively spit you straight out into the Rapid River at their ends. The Abyss, 
after an intense drop, rather than depositing you into the Rapid River like all the other 
waterslides in the Power Tower, instead launches you straight into an underground ceno-
te, or cave, containing several aquatic creatures you can only see by riding this slide. Af-
ter riding that last slide, it was sadly time to get changed since it was also time to catch 
the shuttle back to the ship. 



Unfortunately for me, there were no activities that interested me once I was 
back on the Wish until 5:30PM, so I took a nap until just a half hour before that and 
then got dressed.  
 Afterward it was time to catch the live version of “The Little Mermaid” in the 
Walt Disney Theater. Needless to say, they absolutely nailed it when the time came for 
the cast to sing “Under the Sea” as there were quite a lot of special effects, not to men-
tion an outstanding performance by the actors themselves! 
 Once they had called curtains, it was roughly an hour wait until it was time to be 
seated in the Roy Disney side of 1923. Of course, that may sound like a year, but actu-
ally, this was the name of one of the 2 other rotational dining restaurants on the ship, 
and it was named after the year the Walt Disney Company was founded and brought 
into being. 
 

 
Entrance to 1923 (Roy Side) 

 
 

Eventually dinner came to a close, and that about concludes this chapter of the 
adventure, but not before I was informed of a surprise opportunity to meet Anna and 
Elsa on a much more personal level back at Arendelle the next morning! 
 
DAY THREE: THE VISITATION OF CASTAWAY CAY 
 
On our third day, I remembered I had an audience with Anna and Elsa, so after getting 
ready for the day, I put on my Prince outfit, hurried to breakfast at Marceline Market, 
and then went to Arendelle, which was on Deck 5, by myself with autograph book in 
hand so as to get in line for the surprise meet-and-greet I had learned about the day be-
fore. I informed Anna and Elsa that I had just returned from discovering the lost city of 
Atlantis the as of the day before, which they greatly appreciated since they wanted to 
know about kingdoms other than their own. 



 
Queens Anna and Elsa of Arendelle 

 
 After my royal audience with the 2 queens was concluded, it was time to 
go back to Castaway Cay for the first time since I sailed with my parents aboard 
the Disney Dream. This time, however, I got extremely lucky since the minia-
ture waterpark known as Pelican Plunge was open! Therefore, I rode a total of 
about 7 times on the 2 waterslides that were on the platform after having to 
swim back to said platform through 12-foot-deep water each time, interrupted 
only by lunch at the giant outdoor pavilion cafeteria known as Cookies. The 
photo of Pelican Plunge is provided courtesy of my parents once again. 
 

 
Pelican Plunge on Castaway Cay 

 
 
 
After that I figured it was about high time to try out the AquaMouse for the first 
time when I got back to the ship, so straight to Deck 11 I went! After getting to 
Deck 11, I found the entrance to this first-ever attraction at sea by climbing a 
short set of steps to Deck 12, which I luckily only had to climb once in order to 
get in line for the boarding platform. This slide is unlike the AquaDuck on the 
Dream since it has a lift hill which plays one of two cartoons, either “Scuba 
Scramble” or “Swiss Meltdown.” During both cartoons, you get sprayed with 
water. Once at the top, the real fun began as I was instantly plunged into the 
slide portion of the ride, leading ultimately to a splashdown that itself led back 
to the boarding area. 



 

 
AquaMouse Boarding area 

 
After riding the slide twice for the day, it was time to explore the ship for awhile since 

there was no show in the Walt Disney Theater that night. After that, it was back to the Roy 
side of 1923 again, but this time there was a special pirate menu since it was Pirate Night! 

Before dinner, though, I kindly asked a Cast Member for early admission to the restau-
rant since there was a ton of artwork detailing Princess Aurora in there! To my delight, he said 
it was no problem at all and decided to close the door behind me for privacy. 
 

 
My pictures of the lovely Princess Aurora (“Sleeping Beauty”) in portrait form  

  Normally that would be all she wrote for the evening, and actually that was the case for 
my parents, but not for me! You see, up on the forward area of Deck 11, there was a huge deck 
party known as the Pirates Rockin’ Parlay Party! Essentially, this was an 80s rock concert led 
by Captain Redd that had an inlaid plot which resulted in some epic “cannon fire” off the star-
board side toward the end of the show, but not before the band sang such songs as “We’re Not 
Gonna Take It!,” “Jumping Jack Flash,” “We Will Rock You,” and “I Wanna Rock-N-Roll All 
Night (And Party Every Day!).” After the “cannons” had run out of “ammo,” as they say, it 
was finally time for bed. 

    

 
   

  

    



 
Pirates Rockin’ Parlay Party on Decks 11 and 12 

 
DAY FOUR: A FINAL DAY AT SEA 
 
On the fourth and final day, when I first woke up, I instantly recalled I had a reservation 
for a Royal Gathering, which was an audience with the Disney Princesses in the Grand 
Hall on Deck 3. With that in mind, I once again went up to Marceline Market with my 
prince costume on and successfully made it to Deck 3 well ahead of schedule. Since I 
had to prove I had a reservation via the Navigator App but my tablet wouldn’t connect to 
the Wi-Fi, the Cast Member in charge simply radioed up to someone who could help 
check me in once I gave my stateroom number. I thought I was reserved for the 9:15AM 
slot but learned I had interestingly been reassigned the 9:30AM slot. Fortunately for me, 
this meant I could get some photos of two pictures of Aurora that were near the Roy en-
trance to 1923. 
 The first Princess I met was Rapunzel, who did not say too much, although I did 
get an official signature from her since I had to use a makeshift one when I met her on 
the Dream due to autographs being suspended at that time due to the pandemic. I should 
mention that all photos from this day at sea are taken from my personal camera footage. 
 
 

 
Rapunzel 

 
After Rapunzel was Tiana. I informed her that I had not yet tried her beignets, but knew 
they were being sold nearby. I also let her know that my hard work that was required 
from me if I wanted to sail on the Wish had paid off, which she seemed to be delighted to 
learn!  



 
Tiana 

 
Next up was Princess Belle. I informed her that I was well aware of the library on Deck 2 in 
the Oceaneer Club, but unfortunately I did not get to go see it. However, she said she spent a 
lot of time down there reading stories, which, if you did not know, just happens to be one of 
her favorite things to do! At that, I had her sign my autograph book and went on my way. 
 

 
Belle 

 
I was supposed to meet with Moana, but decided to skip her, which the Cast Members were 
fine with, so I walked straight over to the grand staircase, in front of which was Cinderella. I 
informed her that I felt bad that she lost one of her glass slippers when she had to hurry back 
from the ball, but also glad that she somehow made it back to her cottage at the last possible 
moment. She said not to worry about her glass slipper since the Fairy Godmother gave her new 
slippers that would not easily fall off due to having fasteners. You can consider me very re-
lieved at this news.  

 
Cinderella (in front of the grand staircase in the Grand Hall) 

 
 Once I had bid farewell to Cinderella, my royal audience with the Princesses was com-
plete, so I put my prince costume away and explored the ship for awhile before ultimately hav-
ing lunch upstairs at Mickey and Minnie’s Festival of Foods, which I consider to be part of 
Marceline Market, even if it isn’t really part of it. 



After I had my fill at the buffet, I decided to ride the AquaMouse about 5 or 6 times with pool 
time in between to pass the time. Once I was done, I used the ship’s only whirlpool in order to 
help warm myself up after all that time in the water. Then it was time to explore the ship for 
about another hour, during which I went to Treasures Untold on Deck 3 in order to purchase a 
model of the Wish. 
 Following that it was showtime in the Walt Disney Theater one last time! This time, it 
was a live performance of “Aladdin.” My favorite scene had to be when Princess Jasmine 
gained Aladdin’s trust and went on a magic carpet ride with him while they both sang their 
famous Princess song, “A Whole New World,” mainly due to the fact that the fog they used to 
represent the clouds below the lovely couple made you wonder how they got the magic carpet 
to float in mid-air! 
 When the show ended it was time for dinner at the Marvel restaurant, where we learned 
that we needed to help Ant-Man and the Wasp save the day by operating a powerful, top-secret 
device known as a Quantum Core that caused a variety of very silly mishaps, which I bought a 
take-home replica of that contained a very tasty beverage. Needless to say, at the end, one final 
mishap occurred in which the Quantum Cores on the tables had accidentally turned all the des-
serts gargantuan-sized! After that, however, it was time for bed one last time once we had 
packed our things in preparation to sadly leave the vessel for good. 
 

 
World of Marvel 

 

DAY FIVE: DISEMBARKATION 
 
Sadly, all good things, including voyages aboard cruise ships, have to come to a close at some 
point. Thankfully, they let us stay on the ship for one last sit-down breakfast at World of Mar-
vel. After showing our gratitude to those in charge of room and board, we had to “walk the 
plank” since our time on the Wish was up. 

 
EPILOGUE 
Needless to say, Disney definitely went above 
and beyond on this voyage! Unlike on the 
Dream, they got everything right, from the food 
and performances all the way to the activities. 
Also, the layout of the ship was surprisingly easy 
to remember. Additionally, the restaurants actual-
ly scored a 3-way tie for first place in my books 
for both food and show quality. As we made the 
long, one day and 5-hour journey home, I could 
not help but mention that this had to be one epic 
cruise! With all being said, with the voyage being successfully completed, what else could we 

The Disney Wish! 
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